
 
APPENDIX A:  ESSENTIAL WORKS IN SOCIOLOGY REVISION 

 
What is an essential work?  An essential work in sociology is a book, monograph, article, or group of 
articles by authors who have made significant contributions to sociology.  These works created a “buzz;” 
they were read and discussed by sociologists, other social scientists, intellectuals, and policy makers. 
PhD students must read all of the selections.  Graduate students should read only those in bold typeface. 
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Blake. 1956. “Social 
Structure and Fertility:  
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Economic Development 
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(40). 

 
1. Caldwell, J. 1997. “The 

Global Fertility Transition:  
The Need for a Unifying 
Theory,”  Population and 
Development and Review 
23:  803-812. 

2.   McDaniel, Susan. 1996. 
“Towards a Synthesis of 
Feminist and Demographic 
Perspectives on Fertility,”  
Population and 
Development Review 24: 
773-796. 

 
 
DEVIANCE 

  
1.   Becker, H. S. 1963. 

Outsiders. NY:  Free 
Press. 
 

 
1. Quinney, R. 1970.  The 

Social Reality of Crime.  
Boston: Little, Brown. 
Chapter 1. 

2.   Krohn, M.D. 1986.  “The 
Web of Conformity:  A 
Network Approach to the 
Explanation of Juvenile 
Delinquency,”  Social 
Problems 33: 581-593. 
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1. Durkheim, E. 1993. Ethics 

and the Sociology of 
Morals.  Buffalo, NY:  
Prometheus Books. 

2. Weber, M. 1993.  Basic 
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NY:  Carol Publishing 
Group. 

3. Simmel, G. 1971.  On 
Individuality and Social 
Forms (Chapters 6-8).  
Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press. 

 

 
1   Mills, C. W. 1956. The 

Power Elite. NY: Oxford 
University Press. 

2.   Davis, K. & W. Moore. 
1945. “Principles of 
Stratification,” American 
Sociological Review 10: 
242-249. 

3.   Whyte, W. F. 1955ed.  
Street Corner Society.  
Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press. 

4.   Hacker, H. M. 1951.  
“Women as a Minority 
Group,” Social Forces 30: 
60-69. 

 
1.   Wilson, W. J. 1980.  

Declining Significance of 
Race, Second Edition.  
Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press. 

2.   Hoshschild, A. R. 1983. 
Managed Heart.  
Berkeley, CA: University 
of California Press. 

3.   Ritzer, G. 1993. The 
McDonaldization of 
Society.  Thousand Oaks, 
CA: Pine Forge Press. 
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1.    Marx, K. 1977. “The 

Eighteenth Brumaire of 
Louis Bonaparte (Chapter 
25),” in Selected 
Writings.  David 
McLellen (ed). Oxford: 
Oxford University Press. 

 
1.  Goffman, E. 1959.  The 

Presentation of Self in 
Everyday Life. NY:  
Doubleday Anchor Books. 

2.  Mills, C. W. 1959. 
Sociological Imagination.  
NY:  Oxford University 
Press. 

3.   Merton, R. 1967. On 
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(Chapters 2, 4-5). NY:  
The Free Press. 

4.  Glaser, B. & A. Strauss.   
1967. The Study of 
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(Chapters 1-2). Chicago:  
Aldine Press 

 
 
 
 

 
1.  Bourdieu, P. 1990.  The 

Logic of Practice (Chapters 
3, 7-8). Stanford, CA: 
Stanford University Press. 

2.  Butler, J. Bodies That 
Matter (Introduction, 
Chapters 1, 3). 1993. NY: 
Routledge. 

3.   Collins, Pat Hill. 1990. 
Black Feminist Thought. 
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4.  Massey, D.SD. and N. A. 
Denton. 1993.  American 
Apartheid. Cambridge, 
MA:  Harvard University 
Press. 

5.   Michel Foucault. 1977. 
Discipline and Punish:  
The Birth of the Prison.  
NY: Vintage Books 

6.   Cerulo, Karen A. 1997. 
“Identity Construction:  
New Issues, New 
Directions,” Annual 
Review of Sociology  

      23: 385-409. 
 

 
 


